
PAU Practice Examination (Murcia)

SECTION 1. READING COMPREHENSION (30 marks)

1.
Read the text below and decide whether statements 1, 2, 3 and 4 are true or false. Then find the text fragment which confirms your answer in each case. Please, write “TRUE” or “FALSE” plus the text fragment (one or two lines maximum) in the corresponding section of your answer sheet. [Score: 4 items x 5 marks = 20 marks]
A New Look at Animals

If you’ve always thought of kangaroos as being adorable and koala bears as cute, you may be in for a shock. New fossil discoveries are changing the way some of the world’s animals are being perceived today.

Fifty million years ago, some of our modern-day animals existed, but in almost unrecognisable forms. For example, whales, which today live in water, had legs and lived on land, and probably looked like large dogs. During a period of 15 million years, they gradually moved to living in the sea full-time. Their bodies became sleeker, enabling them to swim more efficiently, and their front legs evolved into flippers. The back legs finally disappeared completely, although this probably did not occur until well after they had moved into the sea. Scientists are uncertain why this transition occurred; maybe whales were trying to escape from predators, or perhaps they needed more food or more space than was available on land. 

More recently, it appears, some whales were ferocious killers. Twenty-five million years ago, the ancestor of today’s peaceful blue whale had razor-sharp teeth, earning it the nickname “T-rex of the Ocean”. In addition to the examples above, some very unusual animals lived in Australia: for example, 20 million years ago, there were killer kangaroos, and 12 million years ago, there was a flesh-eating duck, nicknamed “The Demon Duck of Doom”. These were three metres high and could weigh as much as 400 kg. Like today’s ostriches and emus, these “Demon Ducks” were unable to fly. And a “mere” 50,000 years ago, Australia was home to giant versions of koala bears and kangaroos, in addition to some animals that have since disappeared, such as crocodiles that could climb trees. These crocodiles are nicknamed “drop crocs” by modern researchers because they used to surprise their prey by dropping on them from above.

So the next time you cuddle up to a fluffy stuffed animal, you may want to reconsider. Who knows what we will discover next about bears, or mice like Mickey?
1.
Whales …

a.
initially didn’t live in the water.


b.
have always had flippers.

c.
are related to the dog family.

2.
It is possible that whales changed their habitat because …

a.
their back legs disappeared.

b.
they didn’t like the food.


c.
they were afraid of other animals. 

3.
Which of the following sentences about Demon Ducks is true?

a.
They ate meat.


b.
They lived 20 million years ago. 


c.
They are related to emus and ostriches. 

4.
What have all the animals mentioned in the text got in common?


a.
They were all ferocious killers.


b.
They have all undergone changes.


c.
They could all be found in Australia.

2.
Complete the sentences below with information from the text but using your own words (about 10 to 15 words of your own per sentence). Please, DO NOT COPY literally from the text nor from the accompanying questions. [Score: 2 items x 5 marks = 10 marks]
2.1
The “T-Rex of the Ocean” is the nickname …
2.2
The koala bears and kangaroos that lived in Australia 50,000 years ago were much …
SECTION II. OVERALL LANGUAGE ABILITY (USE OF ENGLISH) (30 marks)

3.
Complete the text choosing the best option (a, b, or c) for each gap (1-15). Please, write your answers down in the corresponding section of your answer sheet. DO NOT COPY the words, only the letters using capitals (A, B, or C). [Score: 15 items x 1 mark = 15 marks]
Paleontology, or the study of plant and animal fossils, is an important (1) … when studying the development of the animals we know today. (2) … to fossils, we know for (3) … that the animals that roamed the earth millions of years ago were gigantic. Dr Anne Musser, a paleontologist at the Australian Museum, says one (4) … for this was climate change. “As the climate started to dry and cool, animals tended to get bigger,” she (5) … . One country (6) … the animals were especially big is Australia. In addition to climate change, the fact that Australia is (7) … island and there weren’t (8) … land-based predators is another factor that contributed to the extraordinary size of the animals that lived there. Riversleigh World Heritage Area in Queensland is a paleontologist’s paradise, with a huge (9) … of well-preserved fossils. After (10) … fossils found at Riversleigh, experts have been able to (11) … an amazing picture of what life was like there millions of years ago. Although Australia is still home to some very strange creatures, millions of years ago you could (12) … seven-metre long lizards, enormous pythons and carnivorous kangaroos. (13) … , these kangaroos didn’t (14) … anything like the kangaroos of today. They had teeth like wolves and they (15) … jump – they galloped!


1.
a)
influence
b)
factor 
c)
consequence


2.
a)
Thanks
b)
In addition 
c)
Because


3.
a)
sure
b)
a certainty
c)
real


4.
a)
phenomenon 
b)
result
c)
reason


5.
a)
warns
b)
explains 
c)
tells


6.
a)
where
b)
which 
c)
that


7.
a)
the
b)
a

c)
an


8.
a)
a lot
b)
much 
c)
many


9.
a)
variety
b)
research
c)
home


10
a)
study
b)
studying
c)
studied


11.
a)
draw
b)
do

c)
create


12.
a)
come across
b)
come to 
c)
come up with

13.
a)
However
b)
Although
c)
Even though

14.
a)
see
b)
look
c)
consider


15.
a)
didn’t
b)
weren’t 
c)
don’t

4.
Finish each sentence in such a way that it keeps the meaning of the sentence printed before it and it includes a clear change of linguistic structure. Write your answer down (including the beginnings of the new sentences provided) in the corresponding section of your answer sheet. [Score: 3 items x 5 marks = 15 marks]
4.1
Lisa isn’t a good swimmer so she doesn’t go to the beach very often.


If Lisa …

4.2
“Don’t stop taking the medicine,” the doctor warned Tim.


The doctor warned Tim …

4.3
Someone has stolen Mike’s car.


Mike’s car …
SECTION III: WRITING (40 marks)

5.
An Opinion Essay. Write one paragraph of about 120 words in which you express your opinion on the following topic: It is our duty to protect animal species from extinction. [Score: 40 marks X 1 item = 40 marks] 
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